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should hide, among bushes or trees The setting used was a
serious impediment to some spntely acting, and here I
must note the exceptionally fine tendering, by Mr David
King-Wood, of Biron?s long speech on love For the rest,
the King of Navarre was costumed with no attempt at dig-
nity Costard, a rough country fellow, was dressed as a
pierrot, and the part performed so as to discount seriously
its characterizing humour However, the most important
switch from gaiety to gloom at the close was correctly
and sensitively underlined One more suggestion The
play depends on word-juggling Big words are there to be
understood if possible, but to be amused at anyway The
producer recognized the difficulty of getting a modern
audience, untrained in the necessary scholarship and verbal
interest, to respond, and hence certain important speeches
were gabbled, or interrupted by disconcerting business
No Where such a difficulty occurs, there is only one hope,
to make a special point of the thing you feared (as with the
dead bodies in Hamkf) Let that sound principle stand here,
as always, inviolate The words can be made passably
funny to anyone, with good enough speaking
Miss Dorothy Green's Henry Fwas a straight-forward and
extremely pleasing production It was, moreover, mterpre-
tatively sound Shakespeare shone through the perform-
apce The settings, which owed something to the Olivier
film, were graceful, the French King as a study in morbid
unease was admirably conceived and performed The rever-
ential pause during the count of British dead and the
solemn movement of armed soldiers that followed - and
what a treat to see fine armour well-used - at the chanting
of the Te Deum, the comedy, especially the quite admir-
able Flucllcn of Mr Dudley Jones, perhaps as good as that
of Mr Stanley Lathbury before the war - all was m the
spirit of Shakespeare's play I have only two, similar,
criticisms Mr Robert Hams* Chorus, though an excellent
performance, might, surely, have been given a grand,
rousing, fiery manner, a declamatory manner It was m-